CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSAL FOR PRINCECROFT PRIMARY SCHOOL
TO LOWER THE AGE RANGE OF THE SCHOOL
1. Purpose of this consultation document
1.1 Before any major decision can be made about changing the educational provision
offered by a maintained school, there has to be consultation with those people
possibly affected by the change. The purpose of this document is to consult with the
Princecroft Primary School community, and all others with an interest in the future
provision of education for children in the Warminster area. This document gives
background information and asks for your views. If supported, the school would
aim to lower the age range in September 2023. Therefore, the age range of the
school would be changed to take pupils aged between 2 and 11 years.
1.2 This document will be circulated to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parents and carers of children at the school
Teachers and support staff at the school
Governors at the school
Local Authority (Wiltshire Council)
Councillor Pip Ridout
Warminster Town Council
Other schools and pre-schools in Warminster
Wiltshire Council’s Lead Member for Children’s Services: Councillor Laura Mayes
Neighbours adjacent to the school site

Further copies have also been made available at the school office and on the school
website.

2.

Information about the school

2.1
Princecroft Primary School is currently a primary school for children aged 3-11 years
serving a mixed community in Warminster.
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2.2
Princecroft Primary School was rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted in March 2018. However,
OFSTED noted that many of our children have low starting points especially in terms of
language, literacy and communication and we are keen to address this to ensure children's
academic outcomes are improved.
2.3
With the closure of the Noah’s Ark pre-school setting (situated in the grounds of
Princecroft School) in July 2022, there is now a shortfall of 2 year old nursery places in
Warminster. Wiltshire Council in partnership with Princecroft Primary School would now like
to extend the age range of its intake from 3-11 years to 2-11 years to meet the demand for 2year old places in the local area.
2.4
Wiltshire Council in partnership with Princecroft Primary School applied for School
Nurseries Capital Funding (SNCF) in October 2018 to the DfE to address a predicted
shortfall of nursery places in the school’s catchment area. The Hive Nursery at Princecroft
therefore opened in September 2020 and the schools age range lowered to include 3 year
olds at that time. The current provision of 30 places for 3 and 4-year old children in The Hive
Nursery, is currently full with a waiting list.
2.5
In order to now admit 2 year olds, the age range of the school needs to be lowered
from 3 to 11 years currently, to 2 to 11 years from September 2023. The current and
proposed places available are shown below.
CURRENT OFFER
Places
Age 2-4 (Nursery)
30 (ages 3 and 4
only)
Age 4-5 (Reception)
30

PROPOSED OFFER
Places
Age 2-4 (Nursery)
54
Age 4-5 (Reception)

30

Age 5-6 (Year 1)

30

Age 5-6 (Year 1)

30

Age 6-7 (Year 2)

30

Age 6-7 (Year 2)

30

Age 7-8 (Year 3)

30

Age 7-8 (Year 3)

30

Age 8-9 (Year 4)

30

Age 8-9 (Year 4)

30

Age 9-10 (Year 5)

30

Age 9-10 (Year 5)

30

Age 10-11 (Year 6)

30

Age 10-11 (Year 6)

30

2.6
As can be seen in the table above, existing places for 3 to 11 year olds will not
change as a result of this proposal to lower the age range.
3. Implications of lowering the age range of the school
3.1
Lowering the age range at Princecroft School would create an additional 24 places all
year round for 2 - 3 year olds in the area, which would replace the places lost by the closure
of Noah’s Ark Nursery in July 2022.
3.2
It will also offer parents and carers a wider choice of settings and support the
government’s strategy to increase take up of 30 hours per week of funded nursery provision.
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3.3
In turn this would enable parents and carers to more easily return to work and allow
us to improve the outcomes for the children in our community by ensuring they are school
ready when they start in Reception.
3.4
The admission of 2 year olds will not impact detrimentally on existing school
accommodation because it will be fully contained in the detached former Noah’s Ark preschool building on the school site. The building has been surveyed and found to be in good
order and appropriate for 2 and 3-year old children, with many suitable resources. No core
funding received by the school will be diverted in support of the nursery development project.
3.5
In creating these new nursery places, there will be no changes to the School
Admission Policy and attendance at the nursery will not offer any additional guarantees of a
reception place at Princecroft. Places will continue to be allocated on the existing admissions
criteria so equality of opportunity for all will not be compromised.
3.6
The school anticipates only a positive impact, for parents having access to high
quality, wrap-around care; for young children experiencing a nurturing and stimulating
environment, and for the school in being able to impact on the school-readiness of these
children.
4. What happens next?
You are invited to make your views known by using the attached proforma or by sending an
email or letter to the address shown on the proforma. The closing date for responses is
Friday 16th December at noon.
There is also a public meeting at Princecroft Primary School on Tuesday 6th December
2022 between 3.15 and 6.00 at which you may ask for further information or make your
views known. A separate meeting will also be arranged for staff.
Following this consultation period, the Governing Body will consider the consultation
responses and decide whether they wish to ask the Council to publish statutory proposals to
formally lower the age range of Princecroft Primary School. If so, there would then be a four
week period for formal representations to be made. At the end of the statutory notice period,
all of the responses will be presented to Wiltshire Council’s Lead Member for Children’s
Services to enable them to make a final decision by Easter 2023.
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RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED LOWERING OF THE AGE
RANGE AT PRINCECROFT PRIMARY SCHOOL, WARMINSTER TO ADMIT 2 YEAR OLD
CHILDREN
Please take time to complete this form so that we can take account of your views.
Only one response per person will be accepted. We will not pass on your personal
information to a third party. Your views will be treated as strictly confidential.
1. Please indicate your interest in the school (e.g. current parent, parent of pre-school child,
Governor, member of staff, local resident, from neighbouring school).
Parent/Carer

Member of Staff

Local Resident

Governor at School

Prospective Parent

Other, specify

2. Do you agree with the lowering of the age range in order to extend the current nursery
provision to accommodate two olds at Princecroft Primary School from September 2023?
YES

NO

Please tick appropriate box

If you wish to give your reasons for supporting this proposal please do so below.

If you do not support the proposal to extend the nursery provision, or believe that there
are other options that should be considered please give details below.

By hand: Please return the form to the school office by noon on Friday 16th December
2022, or
By email: send to clerk@princecroft.wilts.sch.uk
By post: Clerk of the Governing Body, Princecroft Primary School, Princecroft Lane,
Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 8NT.
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