
SCIENCE– EVERYDAY MATERIALS 

VOCABULARY 

material– what an object is made from.  

property- how you describe a material.  

pneumatic– a piece of equipment that uses 

gas or air to work.  

suitability– being the correct material to 

use.   

purpose– why we use something.  

classify– to sort things into similar groups.  

test– to make sure something is correct for 

the job.  

durable– when something will last a long 

time.  

investigation– a careful search to answer a 

scientific question.   

MATERIALS SCIENTISTS 

 John Boyd Dunlop 

Invented the        

pneumatic tyre for 

his son’s bike. This 

idea is now used 

all over the world.  

 

Charles Macintosh  

Invented a water-

proof material 

which is now used 

for raincoats.  

INVESTIGATION – What materials around your house float? 

With an adult in your house, collect some items made of different materials: wood, 

plastic, paper, fabric, cardboard, metal. Do any of them float in water? 

Write the ones that do here:  

Did you know? Glass is made from sand!  

Wood  

Plastic  

Paper  

Fabric  

Cardboard  

Glass  

Rock  

Metal  

Rubber  

Brick  


