
WHO WAS MARY ANNING AND HOW DID HER DISCOVERIES 

CHANGE HOW WE VIEW OUR WORLD? 
VOCABULARY  
 

FOSSIL- Fossils are the hard remains of  
animals or plants that lived long ago and are 
preserved in rock.   
 

PALAEONTOLOGY- the study of fossils.  

EVOLUTION- How animals have changed 
over time. Some animals have died out and 
others took their place. 

EXCAVATION- the recovery of fossils from a 

piece of land. This may need people to dig, cut 

and brush to ensure fossils are not damaged. 

JURASSIC PERIOD- A period in time which 

began 201.3 million years ago. 

ICTHYOSAURUS- A prehistoric fish-lizard 

that lived in the age of the dinosaurs. Often 

described as looking like a crocodile.  

PLESIOSAURUS- A prehistoric, large, marine 

reptile from the Jurassic period.  
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LEGACY KEY PEOPLE 

Before Mary’s findings, scientists  

believed the world was only a couple  

of hundred years old, however her    

discoveries revealed the world was   

millions of years old.  

Mary Anning was a famous fossil 

hunter and collector from the 19th 

century. She made many incredible 

discoveries in her home town of Lyme 

Regis and became famous throughout 

the scientific world.  

Elizabeth Philpot was a wealthy lady 

who took a great interest in geology. 

She lent Mary books about fossils to 

help her learn. This generosity helped 

fuel Mary’s passion and people would 

see the two collecting fossils together.  

William Buckland William Buckland 

was a scientist and a professor at Oxford 

University. He was Mary’s friend and 

wrote letters to her and helped her to sell 

her fossils. He would allow Mary to listen 

to her male counterparts in the Geological 

Society. 

Mary Anning made many      

important fossil discoveries     

including: important Jurassic fish 

fossils, squid-like animals and not     

forgetting coprolites– fossilised poo! 

Mary was a woman in a ‘male’ 

field. This meant that very few 

people took her work seriously. Now 

Mary is an important female   

scientist in our history.  


