
What were the greatest achievements of the Ancient Egyptians? 

LOCATION 

Ancient Egypt was one of the 

greatest civilizations in the history 

of the world, existing from 

around 3100BCE to 30 BCE.  

Egypt is a country located in the 

continent of Africa. The climate 

in Egypt is usually very hot and 

often quite dry, with droughts 

occurring occasionally.  

 

PYRAMIDS    &   PHAROAHS 

Rulers of Ancient Egypt were called 

Pharaohs. Ancient Egyptians believed 

in the afterlife and that preserving 

the body allowed your soul to live on 

in the afterlife. When a Pharaoh 

died, their bodies were mummified, 

their organs removed and stored in 

canopic jars and their wrapped bodies 

placed in a sarcophagus. This was 

then buried in a tomb often marked 

by a pyramid to honour the dead.  

THE RIVER NILE     

The River Nile is the world’s long-

est river, which runs down the 

length of Egypt. It was essential 

for life in Ancient Egypt as the 

river was used for: 

1. Water supply 

2. Food supply 

3. To provide irrigation (water 

supply) for crops to grow 

4. Transportation 

5. Trade  

HIEROGLYPHICS 

The Ancient Egyptians developed their 

own writing system called hieroglyphics. 

They used images and symbols instead of 

letters. Up until the discover of the  

Rosetta Stone, historians were unable to 

read or decode hieroglyphics. The Rosetta 

Stone allowed historians to crack the 

code and translate hieroglyphics into 

modern languages. The Ancient Egyp-

tians were also responsible for developing 

paper and the first 365 day calendar. 

 VOCABULARY 

Pharaoh Ancient Egyptian name for king or queen  

Pyramid a stone tomb built by the Ancient Egyptians in the 

shape of a pyramid in which they buried the body 

of a Pharaoh 

Sphinx a mythical creature that was meant to guard the 

pyramid from harm  

Sarcophagus a large decorated stone coffin, in which the dead 

body of a pharaoh was placed  

Mummification a method of preserving a body after death  

Canopic jars stone/clay jars used to store the human organs after death  

Irrigation the practice of supplying land with water so that crops and 

plants will grow  

Papyrus a reed that grew near the banks of the River Nile which the 

Ancient Egyptians used to make paper  

Amulet a small piece of jewellery thought to give protection against 

evil, danger or disease in life and in the afterlife. 



REIGNED:  1334—1325 BCE 

The ‘boy king’ ruled from age 9-

18. Tutankhamun’s tomb was  

discovered by archaeologist  

Howard Carter in 1922.  

 

 

 

 TIMELINE 

Cleopatra Alexander the Great Ramesses the Great Tutankhamun 

REIGNED: 1279—1213 BCE 

Ramesses II, also known as Ramesses 

the Great, is thought to have been 

a very successful and powerful 

pharaoh. He was particularly 

known for leading military  

victories, building cities and  

statues.  

REIGNED:  332—323 BCE 

Alexander was born in  

Macedonia and changed ancient 

history by conquering many 

civilisations, including Ancient 

Egypt. He ruled many countries 

called the Macedonian Empire.  

 

REIGNED: 51—30 BCE 

The last true Pharaoh of  

Ancient Egypt. She was in love 

with Julius Caesar, a Roman 

Emperor, and when he died, she 

married Mark Antony who was 

an important Roman general.  

 

3100 BCE - Beginning of Ancient 

Egyptian civilisation when Pharaoh 

Narmer united the nation. 

30 BCE - End of Ancient Egyptian  

civilisation when Cleopatra died and 

Egypt became part of the Roman Empire.  

2650 BCE - The first 

pyramid, a step pyramid, 

was built.  

2250 BCE - Gods for all areas 

of Ancient Egyptian lives were 

introduced.  

3200 BCE - Hieroglyphic  

symbols are used to keep trade 

records. Later these are devel-

oped into a writing system.   

1922 CE - Howard Carter discovered Tutan-
khamun’s tomb which had not been raided by 
grave robbers and provided valuable infor-
mation on the culture of Ancient Egyptians.  

1782 BCE - Advanced canal 

and irrigation systems were used 

to supply Nile water to outlying 

farms and villages.  
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